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their jobs correctly—then,
“A Birth and Many

just maybe, they will start

caused when the executive
branch circumvents local

Firsts,” April, page 12,
was an excellent article on
Yvonne Brathwaite Burke,
although space did not
really allow you to elabo-
rate on all the many firsts
that she has to her name.
She is one of the all-time
trailblazers for women
of color in the law. I was
particularly proud that,
while she was serving as
a member of the Board of
Supervisors of the County
of Los Angeles, she agreed
to swear me in as a Los
Angeles Superior Court
judge in 2002!

Judge Kelvin D. Filer

Los Angeles

CHANGING NUANCES
OF GRAMMAR

In reference to “Inclusive
Legal Writing,” April, page
22: As a former young
fogey educated in the
1980s, I must admit that I
resisted gender-inclusive
language. Gender-inclusive
language seemed awk-
ward and inelegant. But
taste is a real thing—and it
does change. Now it is the
gender-exclusionary lan-
guage that obtrudes like an
inflamed digit.

Christopher Smith

Warsaw, Poland

PETS AND POLICE

Concerning “Pet Threat,”
April, page 16, the argu-
ment is like that for the
criminal exclusionary rule:
People object to the prin-
ciple of it, arguing (cor-
rectly) that there is no
“fairness” in letting clearly
guilty people go free just
because a cop makes a
mistake (intentionally or
unintentionally).

The exclusionary rule
only protects guilty peo-
ple, right? If you're guilty
and the cops illegally
search you, your remedy
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is exclusion. But what if
you are innocent and the
cops illegally search you?
No remedy at all, except
you can sue the officer. But
juries are notorious for
refusing to compensate
people for being the vic-
tims of illegal searches.
So, since juries won't
punish cops who vio-
late a person’s Fourth
Amendment rights in a
civil lawsuit, the only way
to motivate the cops to fol-
low the Constitution is to
make sure they know that
evidence they seize illegally
will not be usable in court.
Same thing here: This is all
about motivation. When
departments start having
to cut back on chief sala-
ries and expense accounts
because their rank-and-
file cops are psychologi-
cally incapable of doing

training them properly.
David W. Stmon
San Bernardino,
California

LANGUAGE, LANGUAGE
In regard to “Fighting
Words,” April, page 18,
gross abuse of profane lan-
guage reflects badly on the
person who is abusing the
language, and it also will
cause doors of opportunity
to slam. The command of
the English language and
polite manners coupled
with emotional control
never go out of style.
Felicia Mercer
Colorado Springs,
Colorado

SEPARATION OF POWERS
... AND ARTICLES

I was bemused by the
juxtaposition of ABA
President Hilarie Bass’
very fine message, “The
Balance of Power,” April
page 8, and the article
“DOJ Rescinds Guidance
on Excessive Court Fines
and Fees,” page 9. Bass’
message encourages attor-
neys to do whatever we can
to help enhance the sepa-
ration of powers and fed-
eralism, lamenting, for
example, the imbalance

courts by slashing judges’
pay.

The facing article, how-
ever, asserts “U.S. Attorney
General Jeff Sessions
revoked Obama-era guid-
ance warning local courts
... " The slant of this article
is that it was horrendous
to roll back the “warn-
ing,” but perhaps the exec-
utive branch should not
issue threatening warn-
ings to local courts in the
first place. Federalism and
the separation of powers
should be considered first.

While some may feel the
attorney general’s rescis-
sion “dealt a blow to civil
rights,” the rescission also
landed a punch for the sep-
aration of powers and the
concept of federalism.

It is not the job of the
DOJ to “embarrass” state
courts, contrary to the
article’s contention. The
attorney general’s rescis-
sion rectified an overreach,
thus rebalancing the sepa-
ration of powers and fed-
eralism. The positioning of
the second article unnec-
essarily diminished the
impact of the president’s
message.

Ronald F. Larson

Sun City, Arizona

CORRECTIONS

“Talk Isn’t Cheap,” May, page 18, should have reported that Oklahoma Solicitor
General Mithun Mansinghani represented that state and 10 others as petitioners,
alongside telecommunications companies, in a dispute over prison phone rates.

“Side Hustle,” May, page 38, should have reported that Kevin Han received a deliv-
ery order from a senior associate, Nina Lacher’s Instagram receives more than 300,000
“impressions” per week, and Todd P. Graves received a job offer from a New York City
firm. Graves also should have been quoted as saying: “There are some days I can work
out there and be on the phone with clients in New York, and then I go outside and move

cattle and then go back on the phone.”

“Legal Prey,” May, page 52, should have identified Vanessa Stine as a staff attorney at
Friends of Farmworkers. Her Equal Justice Works fellowship ran from 2014 to 2016.

“New School,” April, page 36, mistakenly implies that the San Francisco Affirmative
Litigation Project was recently founded. The clinic, a collaboration between Yale Law
School and the San Francisco City Attorney’s Office, opened in December 2006. The
article also should have reported that the state court ruling that resulted in a $1.1 bil-
lion judgment against lead-paint manufacturers occurred in 2013.

The Journal regrets the errors.
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Danid Streniel, Esq, -Paali

Robin Bond, Esq.- Wayna'

. Bsn - Lancaster!
Esq.- Exton’
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Jobhn Ogden, Exq. - vark
Marc Yalentine, Esq - Somerset
Francine Boone, Esa. - Philadalshia
Marc Brecher, Esq. - Philadelphia
‘e Johns, Esq. - Dunmore

Willam F. Holfmeyer, Exq, ork
J Stephen Waedside, Esq - Bala Cyrnyd
Klein, Esg, - Pliladelphia

an Lassen, Esq, - Friladelphia
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Praniderce!

2 lP-wdcncx.
.- Provic

au,Esq
Vindiar J Lynch,
Christopher Mo
South Carolina,
Michael Pauley, Esq, - Lexington®
Benett . Schiller, I, Esq - Beaulort
Jeffrey Watson Esq - ML Pleasant!
Linda Farrom Knapp, Esa. - Alken!
~Columbia®
Columbia
Abigall Durn Esq.- N, Charieston
1.0lin Medougal T, Ese - Beaufart
L eh O 57 W i
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Jason Burgess, Esq. - Rock Hill
South Carolina

David Larsan, £sq, - Chamberlzin
David King. Esq.- Sious Falls
Tennessee

Darrell O Neal, Esq.- Mer
John Tyler Reper, Esa
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e
Ryan Fetters. Esq.- Chattanooga
Kevin Snider, Esq. - Germantovm
Kristin Mosher, Esq, - Nashuille
Texas

Wisam Ghuneim, Esq - Pasadena®
Douglas Greane, Exq, - Arlington’
Dustan Neyland, £sq.- Housion'
Jammy Kiggundu, Esa. - Houston®
Stewart J. Guss, Esq. - Houston®
Jotm et s 20, Gro
Elana Ribman Esq
Scolt Edwards, Ess - nmuau
Myra horris, Esq. - Carpus Christi*
Roberto Salazar, Esg - Micallen®
PaulaViyatt, Esa. - San Antonio®
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Adrienae Beaumiler, Esq. - Dallas'
Michae Heiskell Esq, - Fort Warth!
Anthany Ciezene., Esa. - Austin'
John'Vaughan, Esq.- Ariington!
Geric Tipsword, Esq. - Houston
Cheistine Schivaartz, Es, - Midiand!
Jerry Mitchell, Esq,
darsha L willams, Es
John Burton, Esq, - Fort Worth!
Jeff Chandler, Esq, - San Angela’
Benigno (Trey] Martinez, Esq. - Brownslle!
Bradiey Ti

e Esq. - Sugar Land
Carlos Safinas, Esq, - Austin
Oueen Lockviood, Esq - Houston
Joseph Malone, Exa, - Wimberley
1, Exq - Honsston

Seott Foster Esa,-El Paso
Richard Lybar

letheringtan. Esq. - Houston
Edhw, nEm\huFL‘r(s Esq. - Houston
Orville Dunk. Esa. - Hauston
Jufie Camax i, Esq,-Fort Wosth,
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A Traster i Houston
Jorge Arias, Esq. Houston
Bradey Wider, Esa. - Sen Antanio
R el

th £

Davin Db, Ese, - Glen Allen”
jand, Esc. - Annandate!
Esq -Oakton'
Exq.- Springheld’
D:lmt'll(.]m Esg - Midlothian’

Shancs, Esq - Chesterfeld!

Scott Kazem, Esq. - Lecsbur
Daniel Barréra, Esa, - Alissar

Carl Lauer, Esq. - Frant Rayal
Pamels Johnson Branch, Esa

Janathan Emerd. Esa,- Clifton
Stuart Malawer. Esg - Great Falls
Vermont

Janssenawillhoit, Esq,- 5aint Johnebury
‘Washington

Frank Morris, Eq.

imehreye, Esa.
Melissa Luce, Esq. - Charleston
West Virginla

Matthew Brehmer,Esq,- Neanah
Christine Gustafson, Esa. - Nashalah
James Phetan, Esq. - Neenah
Wyoming

Stuart Day Ese - Cosper

£q - Jackson

*Distinguished Member
! Featured Member



